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Cnmina Appeals D vis on - Rm. 300

Fubl ¢ Uti ities Divizion - Rm. 2315

188 West Randolph Street
Chicago. IL 60601-3084
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Mike O'Toole

United States Environmental
Protection Agency - 5HR

230 South Dearborn Street, 13th Flr.

Chicago, IL 60604

Re: People v. Film Recovery Systems, et al., 38 CH 8312

Dear Mike:

Enclosed are the materials that MSD sent me regarding the leaking
trailers at the McCook and Summit sites. Also enclosed is the
proposal of Sutton Systems of Dallas, Texas for treating the
cyanide tainted film chips.

Very truly yours,

EPH A. DRAZEK
Assistant Attorney General
Environmental Control Division

160 North LaSalle Street, Rm. 900
Chicago, IL 60601
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Mr. Delbert D. Haschemeyer o
Deputy Director
Environmental Protection Agency ,;TTQ;gQ;,F..’_
2200 Churchill Road PR LI ERA
Springfield, IL 62706
YW . . .
Re: People of the State of Illinois =-vs- Film
Recovery Systems - Case No. 83 CH 3812
Dear LCel:

Confirming today's telephone conversation, I am forwarding
copies of the District's records relative to your efforts in
securing U.S.Z.P.A. funding on an emergency basis for the clean-
up of the cyanide chips. The District certainly shares the con-
cern c¢f your office and the Attorney General that an emergency
status be extended to this major environmental problem in cur
area.

By a carbon copy of this letter, I am furnishing the Attorney
Generzl's office with the requested documents for his use in these

" proceedings.
irf o

The District looks forward to any support role it can under-
take in your emergency-funding efforts.

Very truly yours,

.
Jom B sy

James B. Murray
Head Assistant Attorney

JBM:3 £

Enclosure —.%
&*{Eiggfﬁfii

cc: Mr. Joseph Drazek, Assistant Attorney General

Messrs. Rimxus / Dalton / Lavin / Lue-Hing / Lanyon



CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This AGREEMENT, entered into by and between the METROPOLITAN VIOLATION 83-263
SANITARY DISTRICT OF GREATER CHICAGO, a Municipal Corporation, NOTICE# 1
organized and existing under and by virtue of the laws of the HEARING =~ 3
State of I1linois, hereinafter called the "DISTRICT" and DATE 9/23/83

Eagle Trailer Inc., 7710 W 57th St., Summit, Illinois

hereinafter called the "COMPANY":
YSD Treatment Plant MSD Waterway chgo Sanitary & Ship Canal

A1legad Violations Total cvanide

WHEREAS it has been alleged that the COMPANY has been and/or is presently in violation of the
pollution laws contained in the Sewage and Waste Control Ordinance; WHEREAS parties agree to

conciliate; NOW, THEREFORE, it is agreed WWWM as follows:

s

Wy

RS A
Co. was informed of the discharge of contaminants to the waterway in
violation of the Sewage and Waste Control Ordinance.

Co. was informed that MSDGC requires that the discharge of contaminanted
runoff to the waterway be eliminated immediately.

H-gannot conduct—any eperatioms—at—th g \/ﬂi/"
nd-the supervision of the FBPANAG ATTOTMEY - <

I Tl Vala PN
C‘U "dU\fl:cu 11..41.7‘::\, 5=
e
B i =y

WILJ.‘VU.L FcourtTor

Gerororte,

Co. will set a status report before Judge Green with the appearance
of MSD at the earliest possible convenience. Co. will submit a
written status report to the District by Oct. 7, 1983.

Co. advised MSDGC that the state court has asserted jurisdiction
over the relevant trailers and site and that clean-up operations
are stbject to the state court's and the IEPA's approval.

COMPLIANCE DATE:

3& 1:"/& f/// mi\l M%w

~earing Officer (s) Company Repr ative (s)

L. Kolliss D. R1ggs-Bonam1c1, Atty.



SOAND OF COMMISSIONERS

JOANNE H. ALTER
THOMAS S. FULLER
MELLIE L JONES
JAMES C. KIRIE
MICHOLAS J. MELAS
CONNIE PETERS
FIICHARD J. TROY
LOUIS S. VIVERITC
DENNIS F, VOSS

NICHOUAS J. MELAS
PRESIDENT

Cecil Lue-Hing

Director
Research & Development

IN THE NAME OF
THE METROPOLITAN SANITARY DISTRICT OF GREATER CHICAGO
COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS

LY

THE METROPOLITAN SANITARY )

DISTRICT OF GREATER CHICAGO ) COMPLAINT NO. 83-263
Vs. )
Eagle Trailer, Inc. ) WATERWAY

- )
)
' NOTICE OF VIOLATION

TO: Mr. Ronald De Marco, President
7710 W. 57th Street - Box 130
Summit, Illinois 60501

Investigation has revealed that you are in violation of Appendix A
of the Sewage and Waste Control Ordinance of the Metropolitan Sanitary
District of Greater Chicago and the applicable State Statutes pertaining
to pollution. Your violation consists of: discharging an effluent with
excessive concentrations of cyanide (1.03 mg/l - grab sample at 4:30 p.m.
on 9/20/83) into a storm ditch tributary to the Chicago Sanitary and Ship
Canal.

You or your authorized representative, are requested to appear at
Yﬁo E. Erie St., Industrial Waste Division, Room 413, Chicago, Illinois
on 9/23/83 at 3:00 p.m. to conciliate on the subject matter, and to
submit, at that time, a plan and schedule for abatement of such pollution.
Direct phone ingquiries should be made to Jerome Tobias at 751-5697.

YOUR FAILURE TO APPEAR IN RESPONSE TO THIS NOTICE WILL SUBJECT YOQOU
TO SUCH PENALTY AND LEGAL ACTION AS PROVIDED BY LAW.

Witness September 22, 1983
The Metropolitan Sanitary District

{ Z 0 ‘ of Greater Chicago
Raymond R. Rimkus, General Superintendent

Je e Tobias

Chief Enforcement Officer By C::é”ff2222:~w
Cecil Lue-Hing, D.Sc., P.E.
Director :

2%%{dc agé;__/ : Research and Developmen
Loce - Pl Hewdl
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THE METROPOLITAN SANITARY DISTRICT OF GREATER CHICAGD
INDUSTRIAL WASTE DIVISION
CASE DISPOSITION
F.I.D. # Date  9/21/83
Company Eagle Trailer,Inc.
Location 7701 W. 57+h Street - Summit,Il. 60501

Viclation # Compliance Date
{ ) Sanitary Sewer (X) Waterway Storm System to Main Channel
{ ) Manhole ( ) Other
FIELD IMNFCRMATION ENFORCEMENT EVALUATION
X) Inspecticn 9/20/83 ( ) In Compliance
indled By J. Corcoran ( In Violation
%) Samplinc 9/20/83 ( ) Sanitary Sewer
Sarpiec v Xukielka -~ Corcoran 4
TVPE OF SAVPLING: (V,(Waterway CA
) Grab ( ) Composite # 83-2¢13
() Trailer () Automatic ( ) Other
TYPE CF STUDV: #
() Initial Study DISPOSITION:
( ) Special Investigation # ( ) Show Cause
(X) Surveillance () Court
( ) User Technical ( ) Surveillance
) User N/R ( ) Resample Days
qu) Compliance () Type
( ) Conciliation ( ) No Further Action Necessary
( ) Show Cause () Follow-Up as Necessary
() Court PARAMETERS:
( ) Cther | () A1] ( ) Cyanide
SECTICN ; ()p ( ) B.0.D
() Nerth ( ) South () F.0.G. ( ) Bacti
( )} N. Central ( ) User Charge ( ) Metals ()
(X) S. Central ( ) User N/R ’
[ ) daterway By: Ckﬁ;gu;; ; 4;3
REMARKS: Inspection and Sampling of Date: ?Il3/253

this Cyanide Film Chip Trailer
Storage Site.
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THE MZTROPULITAN SANITARY DISTRICT OF
GREATIR CHICAGO

DEPARTMENT: Research & Development DATE: Sept. 21, 1983
TO: James T. Dencek, PCO IV
FROM: James Corcoran, PCO IT

SUBJECT: EAGLE TRAILER INC.
7710 W. 57th St.
Sammit, Il.

Inspection of Cyanide Film Chip Trailer Storage Site

On Sept. 20, 1983, the subject facility was inspescted during
heavy rain by zhe writer and Chester Kukielka, PCO I, night
supervisor. At this site there are 27 truck trailers containing
the cyanide film chips.

The trailers containing cyanide film chips are stored in a
fenced area. Company representative, Bob De Marco, was contacted
at his office and informed of the purpose of this insopection.

The inspection determined that there were several trailers
dripping a light brown material to the ground. In some areas,
spilled Zilm chips were observed. The heavy rain was washing
the surface under the trailers into a storm ditch outside the
fenced area located on the Village of Summit Park proverty. This
ditch 1s a tributary to a storm system that discharges to thz
main channel. '

At the point where the discharge was leaving the area, where
the trailers are stored, and entering the storm ditch, grab samples
were obtained by C. Kukielka for cyanide and trace metals analysis.
The ¢istance at the point of discharge from the trailer storage
area to the storm ditch is about 2 feet.

The samples obtained were tagged and delivered to the M.S.D.

Main Laboratory by C. Kukielka for analysis. The samples were
obtained at 4:30 P.M. The pH was 7.0, light brown with sediment.

James Corcoran, PCO II, #1l1

JC/cr T L ﬁf&//@%
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T~ METROPOLITAN SANITARY DISTRICT

-

OF

GREATER CHICAGO

IWC FORM #405
Rev. 4/20/77

INDUSTRIAL WASTES SAMPLING LOG

SLANT £ pce Jesnce Tac.

2DDRESS 7 7/¢

!

W. ST77a ST.

AUWorFE wre
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PIPE SIZE
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CONCILIATION AGREEMENT
This AGREEMENT, entered into by and between the METROPOLITAN VIOLATION _ g7-%5a
CANITARY DISTRICT OF GREATER CHICAGO, a Municipal Corporation, NOTICE# '
crganized and existing under and by virtue of the laws of the HEARING
State of I1lincis, hereinafter called the "DISTRICT" and DATE 9/23/83

J's Mobile Trailer Repair - 8765 Joliet Road - McCook, IL

hereinafter called the "COMPANY":

MSD Treatment Plant MSD Waterway Chicago Sanitary & Ship Canal
#1leged Violations cvanide

WHEREAS 1t has been a]]eged that the COMPANY has been and/or is presently in violation of the
rollution Yaws contained in the Sewage and Waste Contro] Ord1nance NHEREAS parties agree to
conciliate; NOW, THEREFORE, it is agreed &ivides X b PETESE > as follows:
Com, ny was informed of the discharge of contamlnants to the waterways in
violat101 of the Sewage and Waste Control Ordinance.

Companyv was informed that MSDGC requires that the discharge of contaminated
runoff to the waterway be eliminated immediately.

S Ty T T TS DG T U e P e IO e GO T B T T i risiene 2
ML e et e LA DRSO N i e o ki L EPR: AN AL QL LA RO,
Company will set a status report before Judge Green with the appearance of

MSDGC at the earliest possible convenience.

Company will submit a written status report to the District by Octoder 7, 1983.

Company advised MSDGC that the state court has asserted jurisdicticn over
the relevant trailers and site and that clean-up operations are subject to
th state court's and the IEPA's approval.

gy !

COMPLIANCE DATE:

7"
/ﬁ% ,KﬁptééﬂéL [ ] i
Hearing OfFicer (s) Companigggpresentat1ve (s)
T. Carmody J. L.*faime, Attorney
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IN THE NAME OF
THE METROPOLITAN SANITARY DISTRICT OF GREATER CEICAGO
COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS

THE METROPOLITAN SANITARY )
DISTRICT OF GREATER CHICAGO ) . COMPLAINT NO. 83-262
vs. ) :
)
)

J's MOBIL TRAILER REPAIR WATERWAY

L Y .. )
. NOTICE OF VIOLATION

TO: Mr. John B. Wilkins, Owner
8765 W. Joliet Road
McCook, Illinois 60525

Investigation has revealed that you are in violation of Appendix A
of the Sewage and Waste Control Ordinance of the Metropolitan Sanitary
District cf Greater Chicago and the applicable State Statutes pertaining
to pollution. Your violation consists of: discharging an effluent with
excessiveconcentrations of cyanide (15.2 mg/l-grab sample at 3:00 pm on
3/20,/83) into a storm sewer tributary to the Chicago Sanitary and Ship
Canal. ’ g '

You or your authorized representative, are requested to appear at
w:00 E. Erie St., Industrial Waste Division, Room 413, Chicago, Illinois
on September 23, 1983 at 3:00 pm to conciliate on the subject matter,
and to submiT, at that time, a plan and schedule for abatement of such
pollution. Direct phone inquiries should be made to Jerome Tokias at
751-5697.

YOUR FAILURE TO APPEAR.IN RESPONSE TO THIS NOTICE WILL SUBJECT YOU
TO SUCH PENALTY AND LEGAL ACTION AS PROVIDED BY LAW.

Witness September 22, 1983
The Metropolitan Sanitary District
of Greater Chicago

Raymond R. Rimkus, General Superintendent

Jerome Tobias
Chief Enforcement Officer - By C:z: Atz;— _
‘ Cecil Lue-Hing, D.Sc., P.E.
TFC/Ac NG : Director
ch/ b@éfb// ' Research and Development

T < Pl Henddlo
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THE METROPOLITAN SANITARY DISTRICT OF GREATER CHICAGD
INDUSTRIAL WASTE DIVISION

F.I.D. =

CASE DISPOSITION

Company J's Mobil Trailer Repair,Inc.

Date 9/21/83

Location 8765 West Joliet Road - MCCOOk,Il. 60525

Viglation #

¢ ) Sanitary Sewer

.} Manhole

Compliance Date
(X) Waterway Storm System to Main Channel

( ) Other

FIELD INFORMATION

ENFORCEMENT EVALUATION

<. Inspection 9/20/83

rdled By J. Corcoran

-

X} Sampling 9/20/83

Samprec ty J. Corcoran

TYFE OF SAMPLING:

X) Grab { . Composite
{ ) Trailer { ) Automatic

TYFE QF STUDY:
") Initial Study

\ Special Investigation #
X ) Surveillance
User Technical
User N/R

Compliance

e Nt et e

( ) Conciliation
( ) Show Cause
( ) Court

; Other

2

(N

SECTION:

"} North ( ) South

Y N. Central ()

(% S. Certral ( . User N/R
() Waterway

REMARYS: Inspecticon and sampling of
this Cyanide Film Chip Trailer

Storage Site.

User Charge

( ;/}n Compliance
(v Iz{yjo]étion Vi L
(¥ Sanitary Sewer (,j7,91¢4.4£7
. $3-238

( ) Waterway

-

( ) Other

s

=

DISPOSTTION:

} Show Cause

) Court

) Surveillance

) Resampie Days
)

)

Type
No Further Action Necessary

(
(
(
(
(
(
(

) Follow-Up as Necessary
PARAMETERS:
{ ) Cyanide
pH () B.N.D.
() Bacti

=
1]
purs
o .
—
w
S




 THE MZTROPOLITAN SANITARY DISTRICT OF
GREATER CHICAGO

DEPARTMENT: Research & Development DATE: Sept. 21, 1983

TO: James T. Dencek, PCO IV

[ ]
FROM. James Corcoran, PCO II

SUBJECT: J'S MOBIL SEMI-TRAILER REPAIR, INC.
8765 W. Joliet Road
Mc Cook, Il.

Inspection of Cyanide Film Chip Trailer Storage Site

On Sept. 20, 1983, the subject facility was inspected during
hsavy rain. The writer arrived at the company at approximately
2:45 P.M. At this particular site there are 14 truck traile:rs
containing cyaride film chips.

The trailers are stored at this site with many other trailers
that do not contain the cyanide film chips. This area is fenced
with ingress and egress at Route 66, at which location there is a
house trailer used for office purposes.

During this inspection no one from the company was notiified
because an inspection was conducted at this site on Sept. 14, in
the presence of Mr. John B. Wilkins, owner. He indicated at that
time he has no objections to M.S.D. personnel conducting inspec-
tions on the property.

This inspection determined that there were several of the
cvanide film chip storage trailers dripping a green material to
the ground. Because of the heavy rain, the material was being
washed into an open grate storm sewer which is located about 30
to 40 feet from where 3 of the trailers are spotted.

At 3:00 P.M., grab samples were obtained of the discharge as
it entered the open grate manhole. Samples were obtained for
cyaniZe and trace metals analysis.

During this inspection and sampling the writer was not
approached by anyone.

The storm sewer system in this area is a tributary to the
main channel.

The writer proceeded to Rite-Way Transport, located at



A\ Tl

J'S MOBIL SEMI-TRAILER REPAIR, INC.

6201 South East Ave., Hodgkins, Il. to conduct an inspection.

Then he proceeded to Eagle Trailer Inc., 7710 W. 57th St., Summit,
Il., where he met with Chester Kukielka, PCO I, night sugervisor.

An irsvoection and sampling was conducted together. All the samples
that were obtained from the 3 cyanide film chip trailer storacge
sites ware tagged and immediately delivered to the M.S.D. Main
Labora*ory for analysis by C. Kukielka, as directed bv Mr. J. Dencek
by radio transmission at approximately 4:55 P.M.

7&5
, J‘bﬁ}dﬂkjfv7
,_

/./James Corcoran, PCO II, #1111

) , 7
JC/cn //Qazfz%/
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" T METROPOLITAN SANITARY D7 ~ "CT .
GREATER CHICAGO IWC FORM #405
Rev. 4/20/77
INDUSTRIAL WASTES SAMPLING LOG

PLANT J’s Mapi) 7844 (R R4 R Ryl 0 FF Tn7e> [ISANITARY SEWER
ADDRESS 874 %2 W/ Jpli2r RO - STA. _MANBolZ S<ZWATERWAY )
CITY__MSCaok’, T/ PIPE SIZE DATE & 20-8"3

. CLARITY WEATHER
Tivé Clear,Cldy, FLOW § pH REMARKS:
- Color, etc. CONDITIONB
12:00 Noan
15
30
45
230
15
30
D,
15
30
45
00 Wl l/Y dr AT QAT THz4vY E 0 | KUNOEF 172 or7sEnN
15 | &ETEEN a1 CRATE Mo SHelZ AT
59 TRA Ll F 1B E T [OCATED
Akl AT SoUThtlUEeT ENp o~
15:00 f’ﬁu3f25ﬁf7‘?<
15 7 .
30 [ }//4{4?7/'5{;’/ .
L 700 i 52?
15
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T
13:00e
15
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L1500 i
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15
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J:Ge
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15
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5:00
i5
30
43
JTAL
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A,
N,
BSERVATIONS :
2 Noon to 11:59

,.
(9]

Uy

ater Meter Readings § Time

rab Samples - Time taken (1) /X0 © Labt PR AL4A () Lab#
3) Lab# (1) _ Lab#
ctal samples / This Station / This Date (2517 fjié;%7zf25

Gen. Chemistry X Cyanide pheﬁEfZ F.0.G. _YX Trace Metals

: ERVISOR

Other LAB ¢4 Z
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- 'I‘_’)ETROPOLITANOIS:ANITARY D™ " _SCT
GREATER CHICAGO INC FORM #405
Rev. 4/20/77
INDUSTRIAL WASTES SAMPLING LOG

PLANT  <Jio MARIL [ TSANITARY SEWER

“DDRESS K 7/45 WesT JollET STA. JRAN el oK ALE  D<IWATERWAY
CITY Mc CocK PIPE SIZE DATE 4557 /5, /757
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F.I.D. # Date
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Company J's Mobil Semi-Trailer Repair,Inc.

Locaticn 8765 West Joliet Road - McCook,Il.

( Cyanide Film Chip Trailer Storage

VioTlation #

( ) Sanitary Sewer

{ ) Manhole

Compliance Date

() Waterway

( ) Other

FIELD INFORMATION

ENFORCEMENT EVALUATICN

W

“c'

X1 Inspection 9/14/33

andied By J. Corcoran-A. Boehme

& Sampling 9/14,15,1983

Sarmpiec #y Corcoran-~Boehme

TYFE OF SEMPLING:
{ X Grab (

i Composite

() In Compliance
() In Violation
( ) Sanitary Sewer

( ) Waterway

| )

=

() Trailer ( ' Automatic ( ) Other
TYPE OF STUDY: #
) Initial Study DISPOSITION:

Special Investigation #

()
( & Surveillance
( ) User Technical

) User N/R

{ ) Compliance
( ) Conciliation
( ) Show Cause

) Show Cause

Surveillance

Days

Type

)
)
) Resample
)
)

No Further Action Necessary
Follow-Up as Necessary

(
(
(
(
(
(
(

() Court PARAMETERS:
{ )} Other 2 () A1 ( ) Cyanide
SECTION: () p () B.0.D
( ) North ( ) South () F.0.G. ( ) Bacti
() N. Central () User Charge () Metals ()
(X S. Central ( ) User N/R J
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wa 'NTER OFFICE MEMORANDUM >’

THE MITROPOLITAN SANITARY DISTRICT OF
GREATER CHICAGO

DEPARTMENT: Research & Development DATE: September 16,1983

TO: James T. Dencek,PCO IV

FROM: James J. Corcoran,PCO II

SUBJECT: J's Mobil Semi-Trailer Repair,Inc.
8765 W. Joliet Road
MC‘ Cook ’ I 1 -

Inspection of Cvanide Film Chip Trailer Storage Sites.

w. On September 14,1983 the subject facility was inspected with the presence

of Mr. John B. Wilkins,owner. An inspection was made of the 14 Truck Trailers
with the P:1lm chips. Many of the trailers where dripping during this inspectior

and there were stains on the ground that indicate many other trailers were

dripping at one time or another. Some of the trailers were deteriorating to

a point that the film chips were visible.

Mr. Wilkins explained that the trailers have been on the property tha:
he leases for at least 18 months. Mr., Wilkins advised that about two weeks
ago Dombrowski - Holmes Co. were at the site and they tar patchecd the rcofs
of the trailers and placed oil dry around the areas where leakinc was visible.
Mr. Wilkins stated that he has no idea who sent them to wcrk on the trailers.
also, the guards are no longer watching the trailers for about the last two
months. He has spent about five thousand dollars for an attorney to represent
‘Vm in court becauss of the trailers on his property.

Inspectcicon determined that there is a storm sewer system in this parking
lot whrere the drippings from the trailers can very easily enter during rzin.
It is the openion of the writer that if the trailers remain on site much
loncer the deteriorating condition will reach a point where they will not
be able to be moved on the public highways safely.

Samples were obtained of the material dripping from one of the trailers
on September 14,15,1983. Film Chips and the dripping material weres contained
in quart bottles and delivered to the MSD Main Laboratoryv for Cyanide ananysis.

/JMf//ZL

orZoran,PCO II Zige # 111
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Summary of Metropolitan Sanitary District of Greater Chicage
Involvenment in Cyanide - Film Chip Issue

In early June 1983, representatives of the District's
Research and Development (R&D) and Law Departments were contacted
by representatives of the Illinois Attorney General end Petrochem
Services, Inc. (Petrochem) concerning the possibility of discharg-
ing a process effluent to the District's sanitary sewer system.
Said effluent was to result from decontamination of cyanide-laced
film_chips which were in storage at a number of sites within the
District's jurisdiction. The Attorney General was actively involved
in litigation against Film Recovery Systems, Inc. and other co-
defendants to effect cleanup of these materials. The Attorney
General had contracted with Petrochem to perform the detoxification
process.

That process was essentially one of placing the film chips

into a mixture with water and sodium hydroxide to raise the pH to

" 12. Sodium hypochlorite would then be added to effect the destruc-

W

tiocn of the cyanide. After a reaction time of approximately 15-39
minutes, pH was adjusted downward’as needed to comply with the
District limit of 10.0, and the chips were separated from the ligquid
with the chips being returned to trucks for storage and disposal.
The liquid was to be discharged to the sanitary sewer.

District personnel advised representatives of the Attorney
General and Petrochem that discharge to the sanitary sewer system
in the District's jurisdiction would be accepted under two condi-
tions: (1) all discharges were to be in compliance with the

Sewage and Waste Control Ordinance (Ordinance) and (2) only sites

tributaryv to the West-Southwest and Calumet Sewage Treatment Works
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‘would be permitted for processing. Direct District monitoring

was not initiated at that time because of assurances received from
the Attcorney General's office that their office would provide the
necessarv monitoring. In late July, the District initiated direct
monitoring after information was received from the Attorney General
that cyanide concentrations in the dischargé to the sewer were
higher than expected. Up until that time, processinc of the film
chips had occurred only at the Aldens site at 5000 West Roosevelt
Road, Chicago. R&D personnel inspected the Aldens site and collect-
ed samples of wastewater at the site and of residual film chips
found in the sewer. Upon discovery of film chips in the sewer on
July 28, the RsD Department ordered Petrochem to discontinue any
further processing pending investigation and verification of compli-
ance. R&D shpervisory personnel thoroughly reviewed the prcocess at
the Aldens site on July 29.

On August 1, at the reégest of the Attorney General's office,
R&D personnel attended a meeting at that office with representatives
of Petrochem and the Attorney General to review the situation and
discuss possible methods of resolving existing problems. That after-
ncon, R&D personnel collected\samples of process discharge at the
Aldens site which was routed to and retained in a tank truck.
Discharce was not to be permitted until compliance was verified.
Analysis of two samples indicated total cyanide levels of 89.7
and 71.6 mg/1l which far exceeded the Ordinance limit for dischargé
to seweré of 10 mg/l. In light of this, the Attorney General and
Petrochem personnel were advised that no discharges could be

permitted to ths District's system.
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On August 2, at the request of the Attorney General, R&D

and Law personnel attended a court hearing at which the District's
recent findings were presented.

The court requested that the District work with the Attorney
General and the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA)
in attempting to reach a solution to the chip disposal problemn.
As a result, some sampling and analysis were conducted at a company
known as American Fotokemi, Inc. in Elk Grove Village, which claim-
ed to have a chamical solution to the cyanide destruction problem.
Samples of bench scale tests were collected on August 4 and 5 and
analyses did show that the process appeared to be effective in
reducing total cyanide below Ordinance limits. However, the company
has not performed any larger scale processing since that time.

R&D monitoring efforts continued, particularly at the Aldens

. site, where residual process effluent was stored in a tank truck

on the site. Ultimately, the éupernatant in the truck was tested
and fcund to meet Ordinance limits and was allowed to be discharged
to the sanitary sewer. Permission was rejected, however, for
Petrochem to discharge sediment collected at the bottom of the
tank truck, |

During September, R&D personnel conducted inspections at six
sites on which trailers containing film chips were stcred.
These were located in Chicago {(Aldens)., Summit, McCook, Hodgkins,
Rosemont, and Cricago Ridge. Problems with trailer integrity,
leakage or evidence of same, or spillage of film chips onto ground
were noted at all six sites. On September 14 and 15, samples were
collected of leachate ponded on the ground from trailers located at

the McCook site which revealed total cyanide of 905 and 865 mg/l;

respectively.
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On Tuesday, September 20, R&D personnel again inspected
the sites at Aldens, Summit, McCook, and Hodgkins with respect
to the following: (1) Access, (2) condition of trailers,
and po;sible leckage, and (3) potential for runoff to sanitary
sewers or waterways. Either direct leakage or evidence of same
(i.e., ponded liquid) was found at all four sites. Samples obtain-
ed at those sites revealed runoff to a storm ditch ard storn sewer
at the Summit and.McCook.sites, respectively, in violation of the
Ordinance limits for discharge to waterways of 0.1 mg/l for cvanide.
The levels of cyanide detected were 15.2 mg/l at McCcok and 1.03
mg/1l at Summit.

The Law Department, Attorney General, and IEPA were immediately
notified_of-£his action. Violation notices were issued on September
22nd to those companies in possession of the property at the Summit
and McCook sites (copies attached). Conciliation meetings were
scheduled for 3:00 p.m. on Friday, September 23, 1983 in the Main
Office Building. Copies of the gésulting conciliation agreements

are attached.
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INTER OFFICE MEMORANDUM

THE MZTROPOLITAN SANITARY DISTRICT OF
GREATER CHICAGO

DEPARTMENT: Research & Development DATE: Sept. 16,1983
TO: James T. Dencek, PCO IV
FROM: James J. Corcoran,PCO II

SUBJECT:Rite~Way Transport ( Gemini Leasing )
6201 Socuth East Avenue
KEodgkins,Il.

Inspection of Cyvanide Film Chip Trailer Storage Sites.

‘.-

Cn September 14,1983 the writer and Al Boehme Visited the subject
Company to conduct an inspection of the trailers containing the Cyanide
processed Film Chips.

Mr. Harry A.Montgomery,President, was contacted at his office and informed
of the purpose of this inspection and requested that he point out the
lccation where the trailers are spotted. An inspection with Mr. Montgomery
present determined that there are 26 trailers at this site.

There were several trailers dripping a ligquid to the ground at the time
of this inspection. The dripping was very small at this time. There were
also several stains on the ground which indicated that other trailers were
leaking at one time or another.

' mr. Montgomery advised that about two weeks to 30 days ago there were
people sent to the site by the Attorney General's Office to tar the roofs
of the trailers to prevent the leaking. They also spread oil dry in the
area of the leaks. He stated that he did not know who the people were, only
that they were from the Attorney General's Office.

This inspection determined that the drippings from the trailers will
wash into the waterway system in this area during rain. The trailers are
deteriorating to @ point where in some cases the fime chips are visible.
The longer the trzilers remain on site the more difficult it will be to

move them safely kbecause of the deterioration taking place.

There were no samples obtained at this site due to the very slow rate of

the drippings.
2t

Corcoran,PCO II Badge # 11>
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Complete Film Washing Systems

Thomas R. Sutton 214/484-5435
P. O. Box 29202 Dallas, Texas 75229

September 28, 1983

The Attorney General
State of Illinois

160 N. LaSalle St.
Chicago, Illinois 60601

“*  Att: Mr. Howard O. Chinn, P.E.

Re: Cyanide Contaminated Film
Chicago and Dixon, Illinois

Enclosed is our proposal to solve the above captioned problem,
We will appreciate your careful consideration.

You ery truly
“~— 2 fe.
as R. Sutton




September 28, 1983

State of Illinois
(9th Floor)

The Attorney General,
Environmental Control Division
Attention: Mr. Howard Chinn, P.E.
160 North LaSalle Street

Chicago, Illincis 60601

Re: Cyanide Contaminated Film
Chicago and Dixon, 1llinois

Gentlemen:

After our meeting on September 7th with Messrs. Joseph A. Drazek
and Howard O. Chinn, and an examination of trailers and sites in
Chicago, as well as the two warehouses in Dixon, we have studied
at length the various methods which would lead to a satisfactory
solution of the huge problem that presently exists.

There were originally shown on the chart in your office some 169
trailers in the Chicago area containing cyanide processed film in

a hazardous condition at nine different locations within an approx-
imate 24 mile diameter of each other. We are advised that around

1.5 million pounds of the film was decontaminated to remove the
cyanide, and now there are five remaining sites with approximately
127 trailers still contaminated with cyanide as well as 27 trailers
at the Alden Company on Cicero Avenue and 3 additional trailers

at another site that were washed but still have some cyanide present
in the film.

At Dixon we found two warehouses
x 70') and a connecting 10' wide
film piled as high as 12-14 feet
film outside the warehouses.

Based upon the above, we propose
namely:

1. Remove all the film from

(one 190'x67' and the other 288’
passageway with bulk contaminated
throughout the area, and some

a twofold solution to this problem,

the trailers at the 5 sites in

in Chicago, package it in leakproof containers, and ship it
to our Texas plant where the cyanide will be decontaminated.
Further, we will decontaminate the cyanide level in the

trailers where the film is presently stored, as well as the

sites under the trailers.

Decontamination will reduce the

cyanide levels to a maximum of 100 ppm.

2. In view of the magnitude

of the Dixon film quantity, we

plan to install an on-site decontamination plant, where all
the film will be decontaminated to a maximum cyanide level of
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Page 2
Attorney General, State of Illinois
September 28, 1983

100 ppm, packaged and shipped. Further, we will decontam-
inate any remaining surface cyanide in the warehouses,
passageway, and adjoining premises to the same level.

On both the Chicago film located in the trailers, and the Dixon
film, we expect to begin these projects within 30 days after the
execution of an acceptable contract containing mutually agreeable
terms and conditions. We expect to complete the Chicago portion
within two months after beginning. On the Dixon portion, due to
possible delays in securing and installing the decontamination
and rewashing system, we plan on a maximum of 60 days after
beginning before we can actually begin processing the film, and
about four additional months to completion.

For accomplishing the above solution to the problems, we ask the

sum of $932,000. Because we believe we can recycle a large part of
the film, we prefer to not separate the amounts we are asking for
decontamination and/or transportation. At the present time, we

plan on shipping only the Chicago film to Texas for decontamination.
However, we wish to point out that this proposal is not unchangeable.
We want to cooperate with your office in solving this critical
problem, and welcome the invitation to discuss this matter in
greater detail with you. Included in such discussion will be:

Our confirmation of financial responsibility
Our technical expertise

Regulatory knowledge of our procedures

. Details re work crews, equipment, methods used,
bar graphs, etc. ’

W N

Anticipating the opportunity to work toward the completion of a
mutually acceptable solution, this proposal is

Respectfully submitted

CORDqsg POLYMERS i (A Texas Corporation)
letﬁc
<k¥hoﬁ5 Con

s R. Su on, et al
11259 Goodnight, Suite 1103
{for mail - P.O. Box 29202)
Dallas, Texas 75229
214/484-5435



